Ziegler Family History
Andreas Ziegler
From a story told by Emma French (nee Moss), the grand-daughter of Andreas Ziegler, it is believed that he came by ship to England. At some point falling victim to an accident and being badly burned. It may be that he was working his passage at the time of the accident and needed to be hospitalised or he may have been working in a sugar house in the London area, whatever the circumstance, he required a period of nursing and a long recuperation. Whilst in hospital he was nursed by a nurse maid by the name of Emma Stanley (as evidenced by her inclusion in the census of 1851 as nurse) and in time this led to their marriage in 1856.

The marriage certificate shows Andreas Ziegler marrying Emma Stanley on the 17-2-1856 at the parish church of St.Matthias, Bethnal Green. He was aged 25, b. circa 1831, a sugar baker and she is shown as being 18, b. circa 1838. They were both recorded as living at 6, Three Colts Lane, Bethnal Green. Andreas’s father is shown as Francis Ziegler, a potter and Emma’s father is George Stanley, a labourer.
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It is no coincidence therefore that Andreas’s occupation is invariably noted as, 1856 – Sugar Baker, 1859 – journeyman sugar baker, 1861 – sugar baker, 1862 – labourer at sugar house & sugar baker, 1865 – journeyman sugar baker, 1870 – sugar baker, 1871 – sugar baker, 1881 – labourer, 1891 General Labourer.

From a map of the St.George in the East area circa 1870, we are able to see that all of the addresses are in walking distances of major sugar refineries, especially those in Denmark Street.

‘In the last century sugar refining was the leading industry in the parish of St.George in the East. To look down the areas of the refineries one would see half naked sugar bakers (as the workers were called), scurrying about the basements and pouring boiling sugar from the copper pans into the sugar moulds. Many of these bakers lived in the warehouses so that they would be on hand in case of the dreaded fires which were always a hazard. The work n the stoves were very hot indeed, reaching 140 degrees Fahrenheit. The staff were all Germans and mostly came from Hanover. It was said that they could stand the heat better than the ‘locals’, but it was more probable, that it was a German industry they wanted to keep for their own colony, as there was much poverty and distress in the parish.
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There was no doubt that sugar boiling was a very thirsty job and it was said that each man on average drank two gallons of beer a day. This was a local brew costing three farthings a pint; they called it ‘sixpenny’. These Germans were very hard working and jolly men, their wages were good and they fed well and it was a common sight to see these chaps stripped to their waist standing at the doors of the refineries having a breather. 

My father lived in a court in Denmark Street, and his family was the only English one there, the others being German. He used to tell me that the Germans had their meals every day on bare white scrubbed sycamore tables and at weekends the German bands would come and play their music.’ (Alexander Gander).

Census returns indicate that Andreas was born in Germany, 1861 – Germany, 1871 – Germany, 1881 – Germany, Hessen Kassell and 1891 – Germany. However, as yet no link back has been made. Andreas died on the 3-4-1895 at 15, Juniper Street, Shadwell aged 63.  
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Children of Andreas and Emma Ziegler


Andreas and Emma had the following children: Frederick George Ziegler, born 1857, died 1858, both at St.George in the East, George Francis Ziegler, born 1859, at St.George in the East, died 1938 at Romford. Mary Ann Eleanor Ziegler, born 1862, at St.George in the East, Andrew Ezekiel Ziegler, born 1865, died 1869, both at St.George in the East, Henry Christopher Ziegler, born 1867, at St.George in the East, died 1939 at Romford, Clara Louisa Ziegler, born 1870, at St.George in the East, died 1955 at Romford, Anna Maria Ziegler, born and died 1875 at St.George in the East, William Ziegler, born 1877, at St.George in the East. 
From general registration certificates and census returns we are able to conclude that the family never moved far from the St.George in the East area of London. In 1859, they were at 4, John’s Hill, by 1861 at 11, Lower Cornwell Street, 1862 at 1, Wellington Place, and Back Road, 1865 at 7, John’s Hill, 1870 at 2, John’s Hill, this being the same address as for the 1871 census. By the 1881 census they were at 3, Hope Court, All of these addresses were close to the main sugar refineries in St.George in the East. By 1891 they are slightly further a field at 15, Juniper Street, Shadwell, and Andreas is noted as General Labourer. 
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Emma Stanley

Emma Stanley is recorded as follows: 1841 – in the county of Hampshire, 1861 – Southampton, Hampshire, 1871 – Southampton, Hampshire, 1881 – Southampton, Hampshire, 1891 – Southampton, Hampshire, 1901 – Southampton, Hampshire. Armed with her name, approximate date of birth and her father’s name, it was possible to make a search for Emma’s baptism entry in the parish registers of Southampton, which luckily had been indexed to 1860. The details for Emma Stanley were born 15-12-1838 daughter of George Stanley and Mary Ann Stanley of Craven Street, Southampton. The occupation of her father being – a porter. Emma died aged 96 at High Houses, Barrack Road, Great Waltham on the 22-10-1935, the witness being H.C.Ziegler.
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